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followed later dealt with evidences of the earth's age and
formation. The same scientific experiments that are carried .out
in school laboratories in England, and never related to religion,
are used in the U.S.S.R. to discredit religion. There is an instance
of a school which produced a rainbow on a fine day with a bucket
of water and a hose. This was used to expose the biblical ex-
planation which their parents believed so firmly. The children
are definitely encouraged to carry the information home to their
families and to spread the truth. At Easter-time in a school I
visited the Russian lesson was used to disprove the existence
of God. This was done in a more tolerant spirit than I ex-
perienced two years before. The Soviet children are not just told
that there is no God and all religion is untrue. They are given the
history of religion, how and why it arose. They are told why
religion was a necessity to primitive man, and why it is no
longer a necessity but an obstacle to progress. There are chil-
dren's books excellently illustrated, showing the different types
of gods of different communities at various periods of civilisa-
tion. Again the moral is drawn that gods are man-made. Many
schools have their atheists' circles with their anti-religious wall-
newspaper. Generally one hears much less now of the activities
of the Godless Society. Religion is ceasing to be a question of
importance in the U.S.S.R. It should be added that, though there
may not be any religious classes for children under sixteen,
parents are free to teach religion to their own children and to
take them to church. The weight of the State, however, is against
religion. The Soviet authorities definitely hope that, by means of
education, religion will disappear.
The place of religion is taken by the ethics of Communism.
Unlike religion in many countries, this ethics is not relegated to
one day in the week. It has to be a working everyday ethics as
well as a worker's ethics. It must form the foundation of the
daily life of every Communist. The effect of Communist teaching
has been to unify the moral system of the U.S.S.R. There is not
a Sunday morality and a week-day morality; a private morality,
a business morality, and a Government morality; a female